social and cultural as well as political and military developments, demonstrating how alterations in morals and manners could prove to be as useful a gauge of historical change as wars and revolutions. The History of England also managed to strike a careful balance between scholarly credibility and popular interest, providing a narrative that, while based on research, was not so swallowed up in footnotes as to prove impenetrable to a non-specialist audience. By revising the conventional political argument that England possessed an ancient constitution, Hume's text managed to transcend the deeply-entrenched divisions between Whig and Tory historiography.4 And by drawing on a range of different literary techniques, including ironic humour and sentimentality, the History managed to appeal to women as well as men, leisure readers as well as students of politics or rhetoric.5
What prompted these important historiographical achievements? Was Hume simply an extraordinary thinker, possessed of a genius ahead of his time? Or were there other historians, working alongside or prior to Hume, whose texts helped to pave the way for his and other Enlightenment narratives? Perhaps the best-known English historian of the seventeenth century was Clarendon, whose History of the Rebellion and Civil Wars was completed in the 1670s and published between 1702 and 1704. But what of the later seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, the period between Clarendon's account and Hume's? While many different writers published histories of England or Britain during these decades, the vast majority of these texts were judged as "failures" by the elite critical standards of their time; as a result, the Restoration and early eighteenth century has itself come to be regarded as a period of "weakness in English historical writing," and the works that populate the landscape of English historiography in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries have slipped from view.6 The result has been to magnify Clarendon's, and more particularly Hume's, achievements-but to do so at the expense of a number
